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Reply to Office Action of July 1, 2005 

Amendments to the ClaiTns : 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim [[1]] 31. further comprising providing the 
^Fodttet order fulfillment status, via the communications network order entry and vi s ibiK^ 
system, to intended networked recipients. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim [[1 Jl 31, further comprising providing 
shipment related information, via the comTnunications network, to the entity that placed the 
product order, 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim [[11131, further comprising providing, 
upon shipment, billing related infonnation, via the communications network, to the entity that 
placed the product order. 

5. (Original) The method of Claim 4, wherein the billing related information includes 
product charges and shipping charges. 

6. (Cancelled) 

7. (CanceUed) 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim [[71] 34> further comprising communicating 
pFOduet ^ Older fulfillment status information , via the communications network, to the entity 
that submitted the product order. 

9. (Cancelled) 
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10. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim ([7]] 34, further comprising conmiunicating 
shipment confirmation and tracking information, via the communications network, to the entity 
that submitted the product order. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of Claun ( [7]] 34, further comprising 
communicating, upon shipment, billing related information, via the comrauTiications network, to 
the entity tliat placed the product order. 

12. (Original) The method of Claim 1 1, wherein the billing related information includes 
product charges and shipping charges. 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Cancelled) 



3 of 19 



PAGE4/20* RCVD AT 9/2912005 6:48:22 PM [Eastern Daylight T^^^^ 



S8P-29-2005 06:45piii Frora-ALSTON AND BIRD 



4048817777 



T-893 P. 005 F-685 



AppI.No.: 09/902,361 

Amdt. Dated 09/29/2005 

Reply to Office Action of July 1, 2005 

15. (Currently Amended) An order entry and visibility system for coimnunicating product 
orders and order information in a communications network, the system comprising: 

a first communications device having communications network access that 
provides for o first us er to input receives a product order and communicates the 
product order to a supplier, 

a second communications device having communications networic access that 
provid es-4of- a s econd u s er to receives the product order from the first 
communications device, the second communications device furth er confieiired for 
receiving order processing status information, communicating the order pr ocessing 
status informatinn to the first c ftmrniini c ations device, and generatingl(ell a 
completed shipping label for at least a portion of the product order in response to 
receiving the order processing status information : and 

a communications network database that stores the product order e&fty and 
order processing status information for the purpose of providmg a user of the first 
communications device and a u s er of the second communications device network access 
to the product order and order processing status information. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The order entry and visibility system of Claim 15, wherein the 
first communications device is further configured to provides for the first user to receive 
ongoing status information related to the product order and receive confinnation that the 
product order has shipped upon generation of the completed shipping label. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The order entry and visibility system of Claim 1 5, wherein the 
second communications device is fiorther configured to provide s for the second user to 
communioftte the status of the order and conraiunicate the shipment of the product order to the 
first comTnunications device W5» upon generation of the completed shipping label. 
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18. (Currently Ameaded) The order entry and visibility system of Claim 15, wherein the 
second communications device is further configured to provides for the s e c o nd u s er - to 
oomniunicat e billing information, including shipping charges, to the first communications 
device upon generation of the completed shipping label- 
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19. (Currently Amended) A product order entry and visibility system for communicating, 
processing and statusing product orders in a commwications network, the system comprising: 

a product order entry and visibility ^plication implemented within a 
communications network that is configured for receiving pro\idos for users to input 
one or more product order s, each of the one or more product orders i nclnding one or 
more products and a designated foF-ft networked supplier to supply [[of]] the one or 
more products and to receiv e product order s tatus information once proces s ing of 
the product order ha s- been initiated by the s upplier ; 

g mean s of the communications network adapted to communicatetBg each of 
the one or more prodtict orders via th e communications n e ty i ^ork from the product 
order entry and visibilitv application to the networked supplier designated in each 
product order: and 

an order processing and visibility application implemoited within the 
communications network that provides each the networked supplier access to the owe or 
more product orde rs designating the networked supplier f Ml and order statusing 
capabilities^ and gcncrotcs a completed s hipping label for at least a portion of th e 
product order 

wherein the product order entrv and visibilitv application is further 
configured to receive order status information for each of the one or more product 
orders in response to the processing of the product order bv the design ated supplier, 
the order statns inforniation indicating whether the product order i s open, partially 
ftilfllted. fully fulfilled, or shinned; and 

the order processing and visibilitv application further confif ^ared to penerate 
a completed shipping label for at least a portion of the product order i n response to 
receiving order status information indicating that the at least a portion of the 
product order has been partially or fullv fulfilled . 



6 of 19 

PAGE 7/20 * RCVD AT 9/2812005 6:48:22 PM [Eastern Daylight T^^^^ 



S8P-29-2005 06:46pin Frofo-ALSTON AND BIRD 



4048817777 



T-893 P 008/020 F-665 



AppLNo,: 09/902,361 

Amdt. Dated 09/29/2005 

Reply to Office Action of July 1, 2005 

20. (Original) The method of Claim 19, wherein the product order eatry and visibility 
application further comprises an Internet based web-site application implemented on a 
compatible Internet browser. 

21 . (Original) The method of Claim 1 9, wherein the product order processing and visibihty 
application further comprises an Internet based web-site application implemented on a 
compatible Intemet Browser. 
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22. (Currently Amended) A commimications device-facilitated, product order entry and 
visibility system for use by purchasers of products and suppliers of the products, the system 
comprising: 

means for enabling a purchaser to submit a product order to a supplier by 
inputting order information into a first networked communications device via a network 
application; 

means for enabling the supplier to access the network application via a second 
networked communications device for the purpose of fulfilling the product order and 
generating a completed shipping label for the product order^ the shipping label being 
generated in response to providing order fliifflliy igTit status information to the 
network application indicating that at icastt a portion of the produ ct order has hem 
partially or fulW falfilled; and 

means for enabling the product order entry and visibility system to manage the 
status of the product order and provide immediate pi=edtte( order fulfillment status 
information to the purchaser, 

23. (Original) The system of Claim 22, further comprising means for enabling the product 
order entry and visibility system to provide the purchaser with shipping related information ^pm 
shipment of in response to receiving order fuIfiUinent status inform ation indicating that at 
least a portion of the product order has been shipped . 

24. (OriginaO The system of Claim 22, further comprising mean$ for enabhng the product 
order entry and visibility system to provide the purchaser with billing related information, 
including shipping charges, upon shipment of in response to receivin g order folfillment 
status information indicating that at least a portion of the product order has been shipped. 
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25, (Currently Amended) A program storage device readable by a machine, tangibly 
embodying a program of instructions executable by the machine to perform steps for order entry, 
order visibility and automatic shipping label generation in a communications network, the 
program of instructions comprising the steps of: 

providing a product order entry application to a first conununications device 
having communications network access; 

storing product order entry information received bv the first coTninunications 
device in a database in communication with the communications network; 

providing a product order visibility application to a second commimications 
device having communications network access; and 

generating a completed product order shipping label npon fulfillment of ia 
response to receiving order fnlfillmgnt status information indica ting that at least a 
portion of the product order has been partiaUv or fnUv fulfilled, wherein the product 
order shipping label comprises stored product order entry information, 

26I[271]. (Currently Amended) The program storage device of Claim 2S[[2611, wherein the 
program of instructions further comprises the step of communicating shipping status information 
upon fulfillment of in response to receiving order fiilflll m ent status information indicating 
that at least a portion of the product order has been shipped . 

27[128]]. (Currently Amended) The program storage device of Claim 25[[26]1, wherein the 
program of instructions further comprises the step of communicating billing infoimation «pe» 
fulfillment nf in response to receiving order fulfillment status info rmation indicating that at 
least a portion of the product order has been shipped . 
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2SI[291]. (Currently Amended) A commimication device program product, comprising; 

a computer usable medium having a computer readable program code embodied 
therein for providing order entry, order visibility and automated shipping label generation 
in a communications network, the computer readable program code comprising: 

computer-readable program means for providing a product order entry 
application to a first communications device having communicadons network 
access; 

con^)ute^-readable program means for storing product order information 
in a database in communication with the communications network; 

computer-readable program means for communicating the product order to 
a supplier via the communications network; 

computer-readable program means for providing a product order visibility 
application to a second communications device having commimications network 
access; and 

computer-readable program means for generating a completed product 
order shipping label npon fnlfillmcnt of in response to receiving order 
fulfillment status information from the second gnTnmnntcations device 
indicating that at least a portion of the product order has been partiallv or fnllv 
fulfilled, wherein the product order shipping label comprises stored product order 
entry information. 

22[[30]]. (Currently Amended) The product of Qaim 28[[29J], wherein the computer 
usable medium further comprises computer-readable program means for communicating via the 
communications network the s hipmen t order fulfillment status of at least a portion of the 
product orde r, the order fulfillment status indicating whether the product order is open, 
partiallv fulfilled, fnUv fulfilled, or shipped . 
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30[[311I. (Currently Amended) The product of Claim 28((29]1, wherein the computer 
usable medium further comprises computer-readable program means for communicating via the 
communications network billing related information, including shipping charge$> upon th e 
s hipm e nt - of in response to receiving order fulfillment status information indicating that at 
least a portion of the product order has been shipped . 
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3 1 . (New) A method for product order processing via a commumcations network, the merthod 
comprising the steps of: 

accessing, via a communications device having communications network access, 
at least one product order, the at least one product order being stored on at least one data storage 
device implemented on the communications network; 

in response to accessing the at least one product order, entering an order 
fulfillment status into the communications device, the order fulfillment status being 
conmiurucated to and stored on the at least one data storage device via the communications 
network and the order fulfillment status indicating whether the product order is open, partially 
fulfilled, fully fulfilled, or shipped; 

querying the data storage device to determine if the order fulfillment status 
indicates the product order has been partially or fully fulfilled; and 

shipping at least a portion of the product order using a shipping label generated by 
the communications device, the communications device configured to generate the shipping label 
in response to detennining that the order fulfillment status indicates the product order has been 
partially or fiilly fulfilled. 

32. (New) The method of Claim 31 wherein the at least one data storage device comprises a 
first data storage device and a second data storage device, the first and second data storage 
devices being disposed on a single storage device, 

33. (New) The method of Clatin 3 1 wherein the at least one data storage device comprises a 
first data storage device and a second data storage device, the first and second data storage 
devices being disposed on separate storage devices. 
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34. (New) A method for product order entry, product order visibility, and product order 
processing in a communications network, die method comprising the steps of: 

receiving one or more product orders from a first communications device having 
communications network access, each product order including at least one product and a 
designated supplier, 

storing the one or more product orders on at least one data storage device, the at 
least one data storage device being implemented on the communications network; 

in response to receiving each of the one or more product orders, communicating 
each product order to a second communications device firom the at least one storage device over 
the commimications network, the second communications device being associated with the 
designated supplier, 

in response to receiving the at least one product order, entering an order 
fulfillment status into the second communications device, die order fiilfillment status being 
communicated to and stored on the at least one data storage device and the order fulfillment 
status indicating whether the product order is open, partially fulfilled, fully fiilfiUed, or shipped; 

querying the data storage device to determine if the order fulfillment status 
indicates the product order has been partially or fully fulfilled; and 

in response to determining that the order fulfillment status indicates the product 
order has been partially or fully fulfilled, generating a shipping label for the product order, 

35. (New) The method of Claim 34, further comprising the step of manually entering the at 
least one product order into the first connnunications device. 

36. (New) The method of Claim 34, further comprising the step of electronically transferring 
a product order Stem a pre-existing order entry system to die first communications device. 
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